[The present state and problems of HCV blood screening system in blood products].
After discovering HCV antibody in 1989, the new cases of posttransfusion hepatitis C has been rare. This HCV antibody screening system provided certainly the powerful preventive effect from HCV infection through blood products. But it was possible to infect HCV through the blood products without HCV antibody but with HCV-RNA. This phenomenon seemed to be observed in a window period between time at infection and antibody appearance. To detect the infectious source at a window period in blood products, NAT(nucleic acid amplification) method was adapted recently in Japanese red cross. For safe blood screening system, continuous efforts such as NAT will be needed forever.